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ten days that shook the universe 


JUNE 19th 


Protest Against The 
Militarisation Of Space 


| arrived at yesterday's rendez vous point to find 
several Autonomous Astronauts from all across 
Europe already waiting. A handful of police were 
also present, and they seemed to get very over- 
excited when | produced some Space 1999 
propaganda. One of them gingerly approached me 
and asked for a copy of the programme (so, 
obviously a high degree of briefing!). When he got 
one, the whole police contingent went down into 
the tube station to read it all thoroughly. 


When they returned, we headed off to Berkeley 
Square for the protest proper, police in tow. Space 
Suits were donned, and banners handed out with 
the slogan ‘Stop Star Wars - military out of space’. 
We arrived at our target, Lockheed Martin, and 
started handing out leaflets* and so on. A delegation 
(led by a 2.5 year old Inner City AAA member) 
headed for the reception area fo hand over our 
demands. Unfortunately this seemed to cause a 
certain amount of agitation amongst the police and 
the heavies lurking by the entrance. This part of 
the protest was being broadcast live on BBC Radio 
Scotland via our mobile phone. 
AAA protestor Continued on back 


Adventures in Bologna: 
Conferanza Intergalattica 


In April 1998 Juleigh and Neil Disconaut took part in the 
second Intergalactic Conference of the Association of 
Autonomous Astronauts in Bologna, the only city we've 
visited with a street named after Yuri Gagarin. 


The conference provided an opportunity for us to 
consolidate our programme of community-based space 
exploration. A report of the events has already been 
produced by Raido AAA (published in Ad Astra). Here 
we want to offer some move impressionistic reflections 
on the whole experience. 


The conference began for us with a joumey involving 
four trains and an aeroplane. It was a journey that 
provided us with some useful material for consideration 
of travel by other means to further destinations. 


Our presentation at the conference ,“We are not alone", 
was to review the recent explosion of interest in space 
in popular culture. Our thesis that the dreams of 
autonomous astronauts risked being recuperated by 
commercial interests was confirmed soon after we had 
passed under the River Thames from South London. 
On an underground train at Whitechapel an 
advertisement promised “with AOL the person seated 
next to you can also travel to the surface of Mars“. The 
small print clarified that access to Mars was via an 
internet connection with the NASA website (AOL is an 
internet service provider). 


Into the sky 


The launchpad for our flight to Milan was Stanstead 
Airport. A few weeks after retuming from Bologna we 
came across a book called “Norman Foster and the 
Architecture of Flight" extolling the supposed wonders 
of the beloved cathedral of light that is Stanstead and 
its principal architect. A live rendering of Brian Enos 
Music for Airports was performed there around the same 
time. To us it just felt like just another sterile place to 
wait and spend - a shopping mall with a runway attached. 


The act of translating “Means of Flight" also proved 
instructive. We had argued that itis no coincidence that 
so many fairground rides feature rockets and spaceships 
because fairgrounds are the astronaut training centres 


of the working class, a place where we get to experiment 


with gravity and its effects on the body. Our thesis was 
dramatically confirmed by our Italian/English dictionary. 
The Italian for fairground: Luna Park. (.....) 


The Link 


The venue for the conference was the Link in Via 
Fioravanti, a former warehouse described in the Rough 
Guide to Italy as a “centro sociale“ with “a cyber style 
bar upstairs and an enormous dancefloor downstairs. 
Avant garde performance art... with ambient or techno 
sounds later". We pondered whether we were to be 
served up as performance art for a curious audience. 
The main session of the conference featured 
presentations from AAA groups based in various earth 
sectors including England, France, Italy and Austria. (....) 


“Raves in Space“ are a central feature of the AAA 


programme, but there is an ongoing debate about what 


the future sounds of outer space should be. While we 
strongly defend blissed out glammed up disco hedonism, 
others feel that this is too commercial and that only more 
experimental electronica is appropriate. 


In our view it is the relations formed between people in 
a sonic situation that determines its liberatory potential, 
not how formally radical the music itself is. Thus a mixed 
gay/ straight/ black/ white/ male/ female crowd dancing 
at a free party to house music takes us further out of 
this world than, say, ten boys stroking their goatees to 
techno at the ICA. 


Nevertheless, our experience of the distorted beats and 
sonic terrorism played in the “Rave in Space" and “Anti 
Ambient" areas in Bologna convinced us that this has a 
specific role to play in astronaut training. Dancing to 
unpredictable rhythms simulates the impact of take off, 


with the body pulled in different directions by sudden UPCOMING SPACE 1999 EVENTS: 
changes in gravitational effects. The experience was 
intensified through severe strobe lighting, disrupting the ] Saturday June 19th: 


use of visual coordinates to navigate by. Noon - Gpm: Intergalactic Conference 
Speakers: John Eden, Professor Chris Welch, Pau! 


. Macauley, Mark Sinker, Neil Gordon Orr, Zigi Sinnette, 
With 4:4 beats on the other hand the body can settle Barry Bryant, Riccardo Balli, Dorothy Matrix & Jason 
into automatic motion. This can, however, free the } Skeet. 


imagination to take flight, itself a very useful faculty for | Plus AAA propagande films and stalls. 
would-be astronauts ( ) Venue: University of Westminster, Marylebone Road, 


opposite Baker Street tube 

L4)t3. Sponsored by King Mob 
Sunday afternoon was set aside for a AAA training day 
in the Giardini Margherita, a fine park on the outskirts of | 8pm til late: My Eyes...My Eyes presents ETC 


‘ : . (Extraterrestrial Cinema). 
the city. Unfortunately rain had stopped play in the three- AAA films, presentations, installations and performances, 


sided football game by the time we got there. We were including Lota Chanel (AAA Vienna) "Women in Space”, 
however able to undertake some astronaut training of | Nomad AAA “This is my confession", Disconaut AAA 


our own, experimenting with gravity on the parks | "Means of Flight - an alphabet for autonomous 
astronauts”, Laura Liverani "Mondo Astronauta - portraits 


trampolines. of the AAA”. Films and video from Tim Flitcroft, Deane 
Thomas, Lisa DiLillo and more. 

Presentations, installations and performances from Simon 
Lewandowski, Toolroom Salon, Seba Patane, Judy Sirks, 
Saul Albert and Strike. Live electronica and video mixing 
from Ticklish. ‘Deviate, decapitate, fornicate, fabricate’ 
performance by Inventory. Premiere of "Victims of 
Geography” film by Pictorial Heroes. DJs including DoA. 
Live web video streaming with Backspace. 
(http:/[www.backspace.org) 

Venue: Strike, 11-29 Fashion Street, E1. 

Liverpool St/Aldgate East tube 

£4/t3. Sponsored by Pictorial Heroes 

Contact: 0181 858 5983 or 
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Three-sided football at the AAA training day http:[/weww.myeyes.dircon.co.uk 
While one Disconaut displayed a very primitive | sunday 20th: 
technique, another managed to execute a 180 degree | 2pm: Three-sided Football, AAA Krazy Golf & Picnic 
tum in mid air. In every trampoline jump there comes a Venue: Assemble Speakers’ Corner. Hyde Park tube. 
moment of near weightlessness, that split second when Bom: AAA Pub Night: Space Quiz and debate of the 
the body slows down and seems to freeze in mid-air | Millennium: Star Trek v. Babylon 5. 
before being pulled back to earth. By concentrating on | £1. Sponsored by The Idler 
this moment it is possible to stretch it, in imaginative } Venue: Penny Black, Mount Pleasant WC1. Farringdon 
time at least, and to get a clear sense of the workings of 
gravity on the body. 


Disconauts AAA "The Five Year Plan: 
Propaganda and printed matter from the Association 


7 : : of Autonomous Astronauts.” 
Find the full version of this report from the 


Bologna Intergalactic Conference at Open daily from 1pm - Gpm throughout the festival. 
http:/Iwww.deepdisc.com/s pace1999 Event updates, information and your input. 


Info Centre, 123A Mare Street, E8. 
Bethnal Green Tube, buses 26, 48, 55, 106, 253. 


AAA delegates protest outside the London office of Lockheed Martin yesterday. 


Our letter to Lockheed (suggesting they hand over 
their resources to the AAA and stop building 
weapons) was eventually handed in to reception. 
No response has been received at the time of going 
to press. 


We stayed outside for a while and handed out our 
leaflets. The response was generally very good, 
with a few conversations being struck up with 
passersby and even some people who work in the 
same building as Lockheed Martin. Even the most 


hard-faced office workers had to agree that we'd 


be much better off playing football in outer space 
than using it as a new arena for weapons testing. 


After the protest, we headed into the City to check 
out the embers of the other J18 events. 


SPACE 1999 CONTACT INFORMATION: 


Newsletter published by Info Centre 


Phone: 0793 083 4904 email: space1 999 @deepdisc.com web: http:|www.deepdisc. cone 


Phone: 0181 985 9981 email: infoc@compuserve.com web: http://ourworld.compuserve. comihamepagesinfoc 


All in all, a good day out, and proof positive that 
community based space exploration is on the up. 


*The text of the leaflet is also available in yesterday's Space 1999 
newsletter wun of 
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Now Available! 

Space 1999 t-shirts - XL, L or medium - 

top quality print on premium shirts. Front design 
includes the Space 1999 logo and ‘Ten Days That 
Shook The Universe’. Back design is the rave in 
space diagram. Only £12. 

Available at Space 1999 events and Info Centre. 


Space 1999 Supporter’s Card. Groovy laminate 
which gets you into all Space 1999 events 
for the bargain price of £13.50. 


LIMITED SUPPLY! 


